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T is a wife World we live in: 
Every Day. affords Examples of 
fome new Improvement. For- 
merly, Poets were content to in- 
ftruct the Aors, and let their 
Wit be convey’d to the Audience 
by thofe whofe proper Bufinefs it 

FOTOS was, who ftudied for that Pur- 
pofe, and were paid for that End. But this Method 
is now grown ftale, and Authors muft turn Actors 
too. Poets no longer muft depend on the Merit of 
their Pieces, however good ; nor the Skill of the 
Actors, however great ; but muft ftudy to act the 
principal Parts themfelves. A NEw Play will want 
NoveLty, if the Actors, ozly, reprefent it, fhould 
this Cuftom take Root, and {pread over the Theatrick- 
Soil, as Weeds are apt enough to grow there. 

As I am acquainted with almoft all the Dramatick 
Writers of the Stage, and cannot find the executive 
Genius of the Actor in many of them, [am the more 
concern’d, left this fhould grow into a Fafhion on 
their Account, well knowing, that very often the Swc- 
cefs of a Piece depends on the skilful Performance of 
the Actor. 

I fhall therefore take the Liberty, in this Day’s 

Paper, without Offence to the Fair Sex, to prompt 
that afpiring Genius, who has lately introduced this 
Cuftom on the Stage, and cruth it in it’s Infaricy. 
_ Tue Perfon I mean, is the ingenious Mrs. E. 
Cooper, Author of The Fair Libertine, who play’d 
thar Part for her own Benefit, on Thurfday laf 
Week and, as I am informed, intends to appear again 
in the fame Character. . 

THREE Motives may have induced this Fair 
Lady, to this dangerous Enterprize. — The firft, To 
tTecommiend herfeif to the Town as an Actrefs. The 
iecond, ‘To eclipfe, by her fuperior Merit, one of the. 
mott graceful Actreffes we have on the Stage. And 
the third, To appear in a Character more zatural to 
fer than to Mrs. Horton, who performed it the firft 
and fecond Nights ; by which lucky Circumftance in 
pert 
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arifes from Love, but that which refults from a Rival 
fhip of Perfections) takes Poffeflion of a Female 
Breaft, nothing feems beyond a Lady’s Power, that 
fhe imagines may take from the Merit of her fancied 
Competitor. 

SELF-OPINION, without any other Spur, is apt 
enough to carry us too far; but when increafed by 
fuch a Paffion as this I am {peaking of, our Wonder 
ceafes, when any too adventurous Enterprize is the 
Confequence of it. 

A Lady moderately covetous of Reputation, would 
have been fatisied with having diftinguifhed herfelf 
out of the common Road of her Sex; and received 
thankfully, IF sHE HAD ANY RIGHT To IT, the 
Share of Praife due to her Wit, without attempting: 
any thing farther: But Women, thro’ an Over~ 
Sprightline{s of Conftitution, generally are in Ex- 
tremes; if GOOD, BETTER than Men; if nap, 
WORSE more tenderly, and conflantly LOVING, 
when they do LovE; more firmly, and defperately 
HATING, when they do HATE. ef, 1 

THE Defire of recommending herfelf to the 
Town as an Actrefs, was in itfelf laudable, and right, 
however BOLD the Method of doing it may be 
thought : But where will not Love of Fame and Emu- 
lation cry the Farr AsPIRER ? 3 

WitHour faying too much in Favour of Mrs. 
Horton, fhe is, undoubtedly, the fineft Figure on 
any Stage, at prefent; —confider'd as an Actrefs, I 
don’t fee who goes beyond her, in perfonating the 
fine Lady in genteel Comedy. 

THE Fair Libertine, from the Picture drawn of 
her, requires an Actrefs that fhould unite Beauty of 
Perfon with Grace of Action: See her Defcription. 
“© Frec].—A Rofe at faireft, neither a Bud, nor Full- 
“ blown, is but a faint Emblem of her Bea _ 
“ The Painters need no other Model for a living 
“ Venus; and Nature form’d her as a Mould for 
“ f{miling Cupids, to propagate a Race of Beauties, 
 taisinam srothertee —— 
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For as to the Character of her Mind, from which 
Re derives the Title of Libertine, that neither 
requires Beauty of Perfoz, nor Grace of Activn, 
PRIMARILY; for a very dilfagreeable Woman may 
have the Sentiments of Lady Beflair.— | | 

Ho w far Mrs. Codper’s Perfon may juttly oppote 
itfelf to Mrs. Hortog’s, in Point of Beauty, I ietve to 
the Admirers of each to decide. — Perhaps (contrary 
to moft of my Sex) [am pattial to a Face I am 
acquainted with, and the Novelty of Mrs. Cooper's 
failed,..for that. Reafon, of one -Admirer in me, in 
Prejudice of Mrs. Horton’s. I am fo much in this 
way of thinking, that cou’d Irecal the Dead, whom 
once I faw ttead the Stage, I fhould, I believe, give 
them the Preference, in Oppofition to thofe to whom 
I now owe the Pleafure I tafte in fuch Reprefentations ; 
and this, without Ingratitude to my prefent Bexe- 
factors. 

NEtTHE?-will I venture to determine, how far the 
Method Afrs. Cooper chofe to recommend herfelf to 
the Town, as an Actrefs, may pafs without the Im- 
putation of Vanity, or an over-rating of her Perfec- 
tions. —That is a Point I thall chufe to léave, to be 
decided by a Letter printed in the Daily Advertifer, 
as a grateful Acknowledgment to the Town, for the 
kind Reception they gave her. I think nothing can 
better decide it than that Letter, fince it. is hardly. 
poffible to fuppofe a Lady of her Conscrous Mer- 
RIT,. would {toop to return Thanks for a Reception 
fhe did not meet with. 

As well pleafed as I am, at the Town’s Acquifi- 
tion of an Actrefs, that, with BUT ONE REHEARSAL, 
cou’d deferve the good Opinion of an Audience, in 
a Character where Mrs. Hortoz appeared originally, 
and could not but be fre/b in ev’ry Body's Eye at that 
very Time, I can’t help, out of perfoxal Regard for 
this latter, giving one Sigh, at her being {0 uxexpeét- 
edly, and 10 furprizingly eclipfed. — But there is no- 
thing fo advantageous, as to /ook a Character; that 
alone oft turns the Scale.—’Tis this that makes Mr. 
Cibber fo admired in the different Characters he re- 
prefents.——Tho’ his Genius is infinitely COMPRE- 
HENSIVE; and in Iago, Syphax, and Richard the 
Third, he looks as much the Villain, as in Fopping- 
ton, the Coxcomb; Sir ‘fF. Brute, the Drunken De- 

bauchee; and Fondle-wife, the Old puritanick Cuckold, 
— not forgetting Sir Francis Wronghead, to which 
he has a natural Right. 

_ THE Fair Libertine then being a Character Mrs. 


Cooper was very fond of, no Wonder fhe enter’d into it, 


more than Mrs. Horton, who coud not be fuppofed 
to have the fame natural Affection for it ; and of 
€Courfe, juft gave it as much Spirit as might be ne- 
ceffary to make her appear, what fhe was defigned, the 
principal Character. Mrs. Cooper,on the contrary, who 
drew the Character from the Life, and had a double 
Intereft in procuring its Admiration, neglected n0- 
thing that might add to its natural Force ; and have- 
ing saT herfelf, as People imagine, for the Picture 
fhe, or fomebody elfe, drew for her, knew where to 
“make the Lights ftrong, and the Shadows bo/d, and 
contrafted.—— And thus Mrs. Horton, tho’ a ¥ avg 
Woman, and more graceful Adtrefs, had the Morti- 
fication to be herfelf eclipfed, by the Happy BoLp, 
Ness of her Fair Competitor. | 

- I fhould now fay fomething as to the Merit of the 
Performance itfelf, but that this Lady, who is ev 
where alike sURPRISING and SINGULAR, has left 
me nothing to add to the Character fhe gives of it ir 
her Preface.’ 
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_ Nor to mention ay other, al fuppote the Incidens 
Of Tounz Moderi’s Transformation into a Puritazzick 
Saint, vy which he difobliges a generous Uncle, who 
had just confiderably increaled his Fortune, is fuff- 
cientiy juttiied, by Irs BEING HINTED to him bya 
Fantaftick Miftre/s, who jaughs at him for it, and is 
neither FORCD, UNNATURAL, ILL-T1IM’d, Qr 
SUPERFLUOUS | 

“¢ SOME of the Characters are meant to be rez 
and the reit not mere Copies, or void of Enter. 
tainment. — I have endeavoured to contraf? them 
too, and fhew them by each other's 2 ol : 
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S1R William Freelove and Nir. Modern are not 
fffere Copies from the *Sguire of Alfatia ; there is 
- indeed a Variation in them, but, untortunately, for 
the worfe, which makes them fall as much fhort of 
the Merit of one, -and adu:nwarof the other old 
Gentleman in that Play, as Young Freelove and Young 
Modern do in their reipective Characters, of the Son 
and Nephew in Shadwell’s. 
. Lapy BeHait, and Lady Lurckor, have a ftrong 
Refemblance, in feverai Places, with Mrs. Millagagug 
arid Mrs. Marwood, in the Way of the World¥ but 
{till with the fame Variation; and Double is but a 
fecond Edition of Mrs. Foible’s Double Treachery. 
“© OnE I have labour’d to make Principal, to be the 
SouL of the Piece, and to be feen and referred to 
almoft thro’ the whole Action. — It happens indeed 
to be a Woman, and I flatter myfelf, I thall have 
no Apology to make to the Ladies, for having 
drawn her capable of thinking for. herfelf, and 
acting on the Principles of NaTuRE and TRUTH. 
I quettion if the Ladies will thank Mrs. Cooper 
for the Picture fhe has drawn.——However it was 
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An Offering to the Sex defizgn’d,. —_en 


They may perhaps think her way of ftripping 
Nature ftark-naked, a little too libertine, and bold, 
for their Imitation, and that /be cannot quite JUSTIFY 
herfelf, as fhe wou’d do. 

“ Ir has been my Endeavour to preferve what 
© the Criticks call Unities. 

I believe Mrs. Cooper has forgot one effential Uzity, 
viz. That of Charaéter : -— For there is not one 
Perfon in the Play, but who, in one Part or other, 
UNCHARACTERIZEs him, or her felf, and CHANGES 
oftner than the Scenes. 

Wuar follows in the Preface, is only applicable 
to the moft correct Play; and [ fhall, therefore, 
CHARITABLY fuppofe, with her, that The Rival 
Widows yields to none yet wrote, if it,deferves the 
Application fhe fo gencroufly makes in her modet 
Preface. | 

I did intend, in this Day’s Paper, only to prompt 
her in Relation to the bold Flight fhe attempted ; but 
when one engages with a Lady, orie does net know 
where to ftop. . 

I mutt therefore, for the prefent, content my‘clf 
with ent’ring a Caveat againit any Poet’s following 
her Example, except the facetious emmy Wor{dale, 
who is bom an Aétor naturally, and may attempt 
almoft any Character, with Succefs,; and without 
Fear of Reprifals; for none can imitate his, 
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